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The Life of W. J. Fox, Public Teacher and Social Reformer. 
1786-1864. By Richard Garnett. Concluded by Edward 
Garnett. (New York: John Land Company. 1909. Pp. 
xiii, 339.) 

Readers and students who gave so cordial a reception to Mr. Graham 
Wallas's Life of Francis Place nearly twenty years ago will welcome the 
new life of W. J. Fox — a biography which was needed to complete the 
circle of radicals and reformers who were leaders of the vanguard in the 
first half of the nineteenth century. It is indeed unfortunate that the 
work of compiling the life of Fox should twice have been interrupted 
by death. Fox's daughter, Mrs. Bridell Fox, was the first to under- 
take the task, and the documents, letters, notebooks, and extracts from 
current political and religious literature, which she had collected, were 
bequeathed by her to Dr. Richard Garnett. Dr. Garnett in his turn left 
the work uncompleted, and it is as a task that required to be done, 
rather than a work which had engrossed his mind and affections that 
Mr. Edward Garnett has at last finished the long pending biography. 
It is indeed a pity that Dr. Garnett's last work could not have had a 
more thorough and careful preparation for the press. Numerous 
misspellings — such as "affect" for "effect" and vice versa, "vacation" 
for "vocation" and even one so obvious as "deseriont" for "desertion" 
— mar its pages. Grammatical errors and involved construction make 
the reading difficult and sometimes irritating. Had Dr. Garnett lived 
to see his book completed, it is hardly possible to think that he would 
have presented it to the public in so imperfect a shape. 

For the life of Fox there existed fortunately a large amount of material. 
In 1835, when he was 49 years of age, Fox began to write an autobio- 
graphy. This was never carried beyond his early manhood, but it gives 
an account of his family, his childhood, his education, his start in life 
as a bank clerk, and his choice of the unitarian ministry as his profession. 
During the middle years of the nineteenth century, Unitarian ministers 
were exercising an influence on the thought and politics of England out 
of all proportion to the numerical strength of the denomination. They 
were especially prominent on the political platform and as editors and 
leader-writers of liberal newspapers; and Fox as a preacher, a platform 
orator, a writer and a newspaper editor, was by no means the least in- 
fluential among the leaders of English thought between the end of the 
French wars and the death of Lord Palmerston. During his varied 
career, Fox was brought in contact with many of the more advanced 
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thinkers in politics and economics. He himself stood steadily for Liber- 
alism and democracy — sometimes of a more advanced type than was 
acceptable to Cobden, Mill, or Bright. In spite of occasional differ- 
ences of opinion, however, he enjoyed the respect and esteem of many of 
the best known authors and statesmen of the mid-nineteenth century. 
For many years he carried on a correspondence with Harriet Martineau, 
and Miss Martineau's letters to Fox were among the few that escaped 
destruction at the autocratic command of their writer. Given his choice 
in 1857 between preserving the letters he already had, and continuing 
to hear from her, Fox chose to keep his letters. True to her word, Miss 
Martineau wrote to him no more, but the letters in existence extend over 
the years from 1828 to 1857, and, while Dr. Garnett has respected Miss 
Martineau's desire that none of her letters should be published, he gives 
many side-lights on her character from the letters which serve to modify 
the somewhat unfavorable impression that Miss Martineau managed 
to give of herself in her autobiography. 

Like John Stuart Mill, Fox was a strong supporter of the rights of 
women, and the adherents of the women's movements of modern times 
could find in his life some useful arguments inf avor of their cause. Whether 
the question was religious equality, the enfranchisement of the work- 
ing classes, women's rights, poor law reform, or popular education, Fox 
was always to be found on the democratic side. He was, however, es- 
sentially a preacher and an orator, and eloquence and oratory are tran- 
sient and evanescent. Hence to the present generation, Fox is scarcely 
more than a name — a name that perhaps Dr. Garnett's biography may 
save from utter oblivion. 



A History of Canada 1768-1812. By C. P. Lucas. With two 
Appendices and 8 Maps. (Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1909. 
Pp. 320.) 

This is a book by Sir Chas. Lucas, the present head of the Dominion's 
Department of the British colonial office, already widely known as the 
author of several volumes on the Historical Geography of the British 
Colonies, The Canadian War of 1812, etc. The present volume deals 
with the period between the establishment of civil government in Canada 
under British rule and the outbreak of the war with the United States. 
All students of Canadian history are aware how much is to be done be- 
fore we can have an adequate treatment of the period between the 



